


 

This morning we go back in spirit to the first Easter morning. Through word and song we relive 
the events that took place early in the morning. We experience for ourselves the joy that 
overwhelmed the hearts of those believing women and our Lord’s disciples. Our readings for this 
service is a Resurrection Harmony (combined by Matt Perman) combining all four gospel accounts of 
that first Easter Sunday into one reading, providing the fullest picture of all the events.  

The Greek word anesti means “He is risen!” This phrase, first spoken by the angels at the tomb of 
Jesus, has become the most important fact the world has ever known. Today, with Christians the 
world over, we celebrate this truth. And so Christians for two thousand years have greeted each 
other with the words, “He is Risen!” May God’s preserved accounts of the Resurrection 
strengthen your faith in our Saviour. 
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PSALM 88 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
The congregation is invited to sing the refrain, the cantors will sing the verses. 

C:  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

S: O Lord, the God who saves me, day and night I cry out before you.  
May my prayer come before you, turn your ear to my cry.  
For my soul is full of trouble, and my life draws near the grave.  
I am counted among those who go down to the pit; I am like a man 
without strength. 
I am set apart with the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, 
who you remember no more, who are cut off from your care. 

C:  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

S: You have put me in the lowest pit, in the darkest depths. 
Your wrath lies heavily upon me; you have overwhelmed me with all your 
waves. 

C:  What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

 

SPOKEN INTRODUCTION 
——————————————————————————————————— 

 
HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
Like the Golden Sun Ascending                                   CW 147 

1   Like the golden sun ascending, Breaking through the gloom of night, 
 On the earth its glory spending So that darkness takes to flight, 
 Thus my Jesus from the grave And death’s dismal, dreadful cave 
 Rose triumphant Easter morning At the early purple dawning. 
3   You have died for my transgression; All my sins on you were laid. 
 You have won for me salvation; On the cross my debt was paid. 
 From the grave I shall arise And shall meet you in the skies. 
 Death itself is transitory; I shall lift my head in glory. 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During the singing of 
the hymn, the church 
lights are lit from the 
narthex forward to the 
chancel, the Paschal 
candle enters and 
proceeds to the 
chancel, followed by 
the lighting of the altar 
candles.

Like the women 
walking to the tomb of 
Jesus, we begin this 
morning in sorrow, 
remembering the 
words of David sung 
1000 years before 
Easter. In this song, 
David prophesied the 
abandonment of Jesus. 
But the sorrow of the 
women will soon be 
turned into joy.



PART 1. THE WOMEN AT THE TOMB                                                     
——————————————————————————————————— 

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. Jesus’ 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards 
were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, 
Joanna, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. 
Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their 
way to the tomb and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from 
the entrance of the tomb?" But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, 
which was very large, had been rolled away. 

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe 
sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. They did not find the body of 
the Lord. "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, 
who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid 
him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you." Remember how he told you, while 
he was still with you in Galilee: 'The son of Man must be delivered into the 
hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again."' Then 
they remembered his words. Trembling and bewildered, the women went out 
and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid. 

 
HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
Morning Breaks Upon the Tomb                                                 CW 159 

1   Morning breaks upon the tomb; 
 Jesus scatters all its gloom. 
 Day of triumph through the skies; 
 See the glorious Saviour rise. 

3   Christian, dry your flowing tears; 
 Chase your unbelieving fears. 
 Look on his deserted grave; 
 Doubt no more his pow’r to save. 
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Written by William 
Collyer in 1812 for a 
13th century French 
melody, this hymn 
especially celebrates 
the women finding the 
tomb of Jesus empty.

Mary and the other 
women that were 
tending to the body of 
Jesus were the first to 
find the tomb empty.



PART 2. JESUS APPEARS TO MARY 
——————————————————————————————————— 

Mary of Magdala came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the 
one Jesus loved, and said, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
don t know where they have put him!" 

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen Iying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter, 
who was behind him, arrived and went into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen Iying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head. 
The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. Finally the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise 
from the dead.) Then the disciples went back to their homes.  

Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, 
one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, 'Woman, why are you 
crying?" "They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I don't know where 
they have put him." At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not realize that it was Jesus. "Woman," he said, "why are you 
crying? Who is it you are looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she said, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will 
get him." Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and cried out in 
Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, 
for I have not yet returned to my Father. Go instead to my brothers to this very 
day.” 
 
HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
He’s Risen, He’s Risen                                              CW 143:1,4 

1   He’s risen, he’s risen, Christ Jesus the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the incarnate Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song 
And earth, sea, and mountain the praises prolong. 

4   Oh, where is your sting, death? We fear you no more; 
 Christ rose, and now open is fair Eden’s door. 
 For all our transgressions his blood does atone; 
 Redeemed and forgiven, we now are his own. 
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Written by C.F.W. 
Walther, the chief 
founder of conservative 
Lutheranism in North 
America, this hymn 
connects Jesus’ 
resurrection with his 
overcoming death for 
us.

Out of all his 
followers, we have the 
most recorded of Jesus’ 
conversations with 
Mary Magdalene, the 
first to speak to the 
risen Jesus.



PART 3. THE ROAD TO EMMAUS            
——————————————————————————————————— 

Now that same day two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem. They were talking with each other about 
everything that had happened. As they talked and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they were 
kept from recognizing him. He asked them, "What are you discussing together 
as you walk along?" They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named 
Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the 
things that have happened there in these days?" "What things?" he asked. 
"About Jesus of Nazareth, "they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word 
and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had 
hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, 
it is the third day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women 
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning but didn't find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 
alive. Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said, but him they did not see." He said to them, "How foolish you 
are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did 
not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was 
said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.  

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if 
he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is 
nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and 
he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other. "Were not our hearts 
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 
Scriptures to us?"  

HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
He’s Risen, He’s Risen                                                    CW 143:2,3 

2   The foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
 The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
 In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
 For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 
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Before revealing 
himself, Jesus takes 
time to show how his 
death and resurrection 
should not be a 
surprise, but was 
anticipated by 
Scripture for thousands 
of years.



3   But short was his triumph; the Saviour arose, 
 And death, hell, and Satan he vanquished, his foes. 
 The conquering Lord lifts his banner on high; 
 He lives, yes, he lives, and will nevermore die. 
 
PART 4. JESUS APPEARS TO THE ELEVEN 
——————————————————————————————————— 

The two disciples got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There on the 
evening of the first day of the week, when the disciples were together with the 
doors looked for fear of the Jews, they found the Eleven and those with them, 
assembled together and saying, "It is true! The Lord has arisen!” 

While they were still talking about his, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, "Peace be with you." They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, "Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! 
Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have." 
When he said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still 
did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, "Do you have 
anything here to eat?" They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 
ate it in their presence. He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was 
still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that it written about me in the Law 
of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." Then he opened their minds so they 
could understand the Scriptures. He told them, "This is what is written: The 
Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
This Joyful Eastertide                                                          CW 160 

1   This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow! 
 My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow. 

Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst his three day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; But now is Christ arisen. 
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It was not until the 
evening of that first 
Easter Sunday, after 
rumours of his 
resurrection had been 
heard all day, that 
Jesus appeared to the 
eleven disciples.

Written by George 
Ratcliffe in 1894, this 
beloved English hymn 
reminds us that our 
entire faith rests on 
Jesus’ resurrection.



2   Death’s flood has lost its chill Since Jesus crossed the river; 
 Lover of souls, from ill My passing soul deliver. 

Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst his three day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; But now is Christ arisen. 

3   My flesh in hope shall rest And for a season slumber 
 Till trump from east to west Shall wake the dead in number. 

Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst his three day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; But now is Christ arisen. 

 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS                                                   
——————————————————————————————————— 

EASTER SUNRISE PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER                                                         
——————————————————————————————————— 
Stand. 

M:  O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of 
our Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we who have been raised from the 
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit may worship you in sincerity and 
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
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  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen.

Members of St. Paul 
now give offerings as 
an act of worship and 
also to support St. 
Paul’s gospel ministry 
in Ottawa and 
throughout the world.



SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR                                                      
——————————————————————————————————— 
M: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

M:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may 
live under him in his kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Our observance of 
Communion begin 
with words almost 
unaltered in 1800 years 
of Christian worship, 
turning now to love 
and gratitude for all 
the gospel we have just 
heard and the gospel 
found in Communion 
we are anticipating.

Directions for Communion 
In the Bible, God gives us instructions for communion. He says, “Everyone 
ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28) In order to receive communion today, we ask 
that worshipers be able to check all of the following boxes: 

I repent of all my sins, holding nothing back from God. (1 John 1:9) 
I believe that Jesus took away my sins when he died for me on the 
cross. (John 3:16, 1 John 3:5) 
I believe that in Communion I receive Jesus’ true body and blood along 
with the bread and the wine. (Mt 26:26-27, 1Co 10:16) 
I agree with all the teachings of this church family, as I have learned to 
know them through their Foundations Class.



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, Sanctus 
——————————————————————————————————— 

 O holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might, 
 Your glory, earth and heaven In countless ways recite. 
Hosanna! Come and save us, Lord God of hosts on high, 
 And in your grace and mercy Receive our fervent cry. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
——————————————————————————————————— 

M: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 
sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 
through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 
By his incarnation, he became one with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled 
your holy will. By his innocent death, he overcame hell. By his rising from 
the grace, he opened heaven. 

 Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your 
table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s 
body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him 
and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen.  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
——————————————————————————————————— 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my ✙ body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✙ blood of the new 
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 
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As we speak the Words 
of Institution, the 
minister sets apart the 
bread and wine for the 
Lord’s use.  The sign of 
the cross reminds us of 
Christ’s death.

The ancient text of the 
Sanctus invites us to 
join all the angels in 
praising our God.  
These words were used 
in worship as early as 
the second century.



LAMB OF GOD, Agnes Dei 
——————————————————————————————————— 
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us your 
peace. Amen. 

        

DISTRIBUTION AND SINGING OF COMMUNION HYMNS                                                      
——————————————————————————————————— 

Awake My Heart, with Gladness, CW 156 

CLOSING PRAYERS AND PRAISES                                                      
——————————————————————————————————— 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

C: And His mercy endures forever. 

M: Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. 
Give us also the joys of life in your service, and bring us at last to the full 
joy of life eternal, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

M: Alleluia! Christ is risen!   

C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favour and ✙ give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 
———————————————————————————————————                                                                     
I Know that My Redeemer Lives                                    CW 152:1-3,8 
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The Agnus Dei, based 
on John 1:29 and used 
in Christian worship 
since 700 AD, reminds 
us right before we 
receive communion 
that Jesus is our 
Passover Lamb.

Christian Worship 
almost always ends 
with the blessing 
commanded by God to 
Aaron to give in 
worship (Numbers 
6:22-27), which has 
been used by believers 
since 1400 BC.



James Tissot, Two Marys at Jesus’ Tomb


